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Program Profile 
 
Number of faculty:  16 faculty, two are FTF 
Number of students: 340 (Active enrollment) 
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Bachelors of Ar ts in Psychology 
 
The Bachelor of Arts in Psychology is a social science degree. Students in this program examine 
the theories and history of the workings of the human mind. They study aspects of 
developmental, organizational and abnormal psychology. Graduates of this program are inclined 
toward professions that involve a high level of human interaction, such as politics, law, 
counseling, human services, education, law enforcement, military service, and public 
management. 
 
Bachelor  of Ar ts in Psychology Learning Outcomes 

 
In addition to the institutional and degree level learning outcomes objectives, the Bachelor of Arts 
in Psychology also seeks the following specific learning outcomes of its graduates. With 
reference to each of the respective areas of psychology, graduates in this degree program will be 
able to:  

General Knowledge of Psychology  

·  Articulate the major theoretical, historical, and conceptual ideas that underpin the 
psychology discipline.  

·  Describe the major theories in psychology and their influence on different content areas 
of psychology such as learning and cognition, individual differences, biological bases of 
behavior, and developmental changes in behavior.  

Skills of Psychology  

·  Use the methodologies of psychological research to design and implement research and 
analyze, interpret, and report data.  

·  Critically evaluate psychological research and apply that data to contemporary issues.  

Human Behavior   

·  Identify individual differences in behavior that may be related to ethnicity, gender, and 
culture.  

·  Evaluate how behavior is influenced by internal, environmental, and social factors.  



   

 
 

 Curr icular  Mapping  

Institutional Student Learning 
Outcomes 

Core &  Required Courses Narrative Comments 

Academic Skill 
Graduates of APUS will possess 
academic skill related to their specific 
discipline.  The graduate will master the 
generally accepted theories, concepts, 
principles, and/or practices associated 
with their discipline enabling them to live 
and work productively in a global, 
diverse, and technological society.  

 
PY300 - History and 
Systems of Psychology 
PY301 - Developmental 
Psychology 
PY302 - Advanced Social 
Psychology 
PY303 - Learning and 
Cognition 
PY304 - Perception 
PY400 - Experimental 
Psychology I 
PY401 - Experimental 
Psychology II 
PY402 - Psychology and the 
Law 
 

Courses provide the student with the 
research skills and the opportunity to 
demonstrate theories, concepts, 
principles, and/or practices associated 
within the discipline. 

Communication 
Graduates of APUS will be able to clearly 
communicate ideas in written form. 

PY300, PY301, PY302, 
PY303, PY304, PY400, 
PY401, PY402 

Courses provide student various 
assignments that enhance written 
communication skills.  

Cr itical Thinking 
Graduates of APUS will be able to 
analytically identify issues with the 
ability to evaluate problems, formulate 
solutions, and evaluate the consequences. 
Graduates will be able to express a variety 
of other viewpoints and methods of 
inquiry. 

PY300, PY301, PY302, 
PY303, PY304, PY400, 
PY401, PY402 
 
 

Psychology courses require students 
in discussion board groups to state 
their analyses and defend them to both 
their classmates and professor.   
 

Information Literacy 
Graduates of APUS will be 
technologically proficient in accessing 
and using information. The graduate will 
be able to gather information from a 
variety of sources, use information in an 
appropriate manner to address issues and 
take action. 

PY300, PY301, PY302, 
PY303, PY304, PY400, 
PY401, PY402 

Course assignments require students 
to access information from web-based 
research sites, synthesize, organize, 
and communicate orally and in 
writing to classmates and their 
instructors. 

L ifelong Learning 
Graduates of APUS will have the ability 
to identify, pursue and acquire specific 
and new knowledge after the end of 
formal schooling. They will be able to 
apply this knowledge in real world 
settings. 

PY300, PY301, PY302, 
PY303, PY304, PY400, 
PY401, PY402 

APUS course assignments require that 
students develop and hone knowledge 
acquisition skills, adapt to scientific, 
technological and social change, and 
develop a sense of intellectual 
curiosity that will lead to a lifelong 
learning orientation. 

Degree Program Learning Outcomes 
For Psychology 

The courses inserted below 
are taken directly from the 

 



   

 
 

 

linkage charts prepared for 
the psychology review.  

General Knowledge of Psychology    

Articulate the major theoretical, 
historical, and conceptual ideas that 
underpin the psychology discipline.  

PY300, PY302, PY304, 
PY400, PY401, PY402. 

APUS course assignments require 
students to demonstrate knowledge of 
the major theoretical, historical, and 
conceptual ideas that underpin the 
psychology discipline. 

Describe the major theories in psychology 
and their influence on different content 
areas of psychology such as learning and 
cognition, individual differences, 
biological bases of behavior, and 
developmental changes in behavior.  

PY300, PY302, PY304, 
PY400, PY402 

APUS course assignments require 
students to demonstrate knowledge of 
the major theories in psychology and 
their influence on different content 
areas of psychology. 

Skills of Psychology    

Use the methodologies of psychological 
research to design and implement 
research and analyze, interpret, and report 
data.  

PY401   

Critically evaluate psychological research 
and apply that data to contemporary 
issues.  

PY300, PY302, PY304, 
PY400, PY401, PY402 

APUS course assignments require 
students to be able to evaluate 
psychological research and apply that 
data to contemporary issues. 

Human Behavior     

Identify individual differences in behavior 
that may be related to ethnicity, gender, 
and culture.  

PY337, PY389, PY411 APUS course assignments require 
students to identify individual 
differences in behavior that may be 
related to ethnicity, gender, and 
culture. 

Evaluate how behavior is influenced by 
internal, environmental, and social 
factors.  

PY300, PY302, PY 304, 
PY402 

APUS course assignments require 
students evaluate how behavior is 
influences by internal, environmental, 
and social factors. 



   

 
 

Student Learning Assessment Report 
Bachelor  in Psychology 
Reporting Per iod: 2005 

 

Course Level Assessment Use of Assessment Information for  Continuous Improvement 

As a result of student feedback, an 
instructor for PY342, Human Span 
Life Development, (Catherine 
Moriarty) strives to provide as 
much feedback as possible to all 
students. 

In her experience in the course, many students demonstrate adequate skills 
while others display “clearly superior”  work.  To appropriately provide 
feedback for the quality of work among students, she not only uses a number 
grading scale, but now also provides feedback in a qualitative manner to the 
students.   

Carol Passman is considering 
modifications to her course based 
on student feedback. 

Based on student responses and to better align PY383, Middle Childhood, 
with the program objectives, Carol Passman is preparing to use a different 
text.   

In response to student feedback in 
PY383, Middle Childhood, Carol 
Passman is modifying directions for 
the main course project.     

The main course project assignment entails developing an after school 
program.  Students are required to identify and include in their after school 
program how they would meet the needs of special populations of students 
participating in their proposed program.  The instructor is adding instructions 
on: 1) how to access and demonstrate critical evaluation of outside research 
sources, 2) include them in the project development, and 3) submit findings in 
an APA style paper as part of the assignment.  

To ensure quality and the use of 
best practices, the director of 
learning outcomes assessment has 
reviewed course objectives for 
Psychology courses. 

As a result of this review, Psychology faculty members were required to go 
through a web-based course objectives review process (www.slo-
initiative.com).  During this process, faculty members reviewed their 
objectives (and revised if necessary) to ensure that course objectives were: 1) 
measurable through performance or demonstration, 2) realistic given the 
length of the course, 3) aligned with evaluation procedures, and 4) include the 
use of verbs in Bloom’s Taxonomy that are appropriate to the level of 
instruction in the course.    

Degree Program Level 
Assessment 

Use of Assessment Information for  Continuous Improvement 

Faculty and department chairs are 
required to fill out a faculty 
evaluation worksheet to review the 
content of their syllabi, use of 
Educator tools, conduct within the 
classroom, and use of best practices 
in the Psychology program.  

The department chair in Psychology reviews faculty evaluations to ensure that 
the course and syllabus meet standards and expectations that are established 
in the faculty handbook.  If there are deficiencies in the course, syllabus, or 
teaching practices, the department chair notifies the faculty member for 
corrective action.   
 

All Psychology students are 
required to take an end of program 
survey before they graduate.  
Likert-type scale and open-ended 
survey questions inquire about: 1) 
instructor performance, 2) course 
materials, 3) technology, and the 4) 
usefulness, currency, and relevancy 

Data are shared regularly with student and academic services to inform 
decisions at those levels.  The following table demonstrates the percentage of 
students that strongly agree – strongly disagree in each category from 7/05- 
12/05 (n=6).   

 
 
 
 



   

 
 

of academic programs.   
 

Psychology Program - Undergraduate 
n=6 

7/05 - 12/05 
 

(Percentages) Strongly 
Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

Student received 
individualized 
instruction from 
professor 

100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Student received 
prompt email 
responses 

100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Professor gave 
valuable 
feedback on 
coursework 

100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Professor posted 
weekly notes 

83.3% 16.7% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Student was 
exposed to 
different 
viewpoints 

66.7% 33.3% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Student was free 
to express 
viewpoints 

83.3% 16.7% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Final grade 
posted 2 weeks 
after course/ext 
ended 

100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Exams and 
quizzes related to 
course objectives. 

100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Professor flexible 
to work/life 
schedule 

100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

 
 

Review of Psychology Program by 
Provost 

Syllabus redesign application exercises were created by the Director of 
Faculty Development, and all Psychology instructors were required to convert 
their old “student course guide”  into a new syllabus template to ensure 
consistency among all courses and degree programs.   

 
 
  

Institutional Level Assessment Use of Assessment Information for  Continuous Improvement 

After a student graduates from the 
Psychology program, employers of 
students are sent a survey that 

The newly revised survey was placed into our new survey software 
(Websurveyor), and data collection began in July of 2005.  Data will be 
shared regularly with Student and Academic Services to inform decisions at 



   

 
 

inquires on the: 1) extent to which 
APUS students are meeting the 
institutional objectives, and 2) 
competencies that graduates brings 
to the job that may be a direct 
reflection of his/her educational 
experience with the University 
System.   
 

those levels.   

All Psychology students are 
required to take an end of program 
survey before they graduate.  
Likert-type scale and open-ended 
survey questions inquire about the 
extent to which APUS students are 
meeting their institutional 
objectives (i.e., they are asked to 
rate their proficiency in the five 
institutional outcomes of APUS - 
Academic Skill, Communication, 
Critical Thinking, Information 
Literacy, and Lifelong Learning). 

Data are shared regularly with student and academic services to inform 
decisions at those levels.  In response to overall survey results, and in an 
effort to promote lifelong learning skills for students, faculty were required to 
complete an online workshop that encourages the use of best practices in 
online teaching and learning, including increasing the interactivity in the 
classroom.  By implementing the best practices learned in the workshop, 
faculty now provide students with more interactive experiences that promote 
academic success with peer-to-peer learning.  This provides students with 
more opportunities to develop a positive attitude towards learning and to 
recognize life experiences as learning opportunities.   

 
 
 


