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Program Profile 
 
 
There are four department chairs that manage the general education program: 

·  Gen Ed English & Humanities – Dr. Ev Corum 
·  Gen Ed Math & Science – Dr. Linda Moynihan 
·  Gen Ed History – Dr. Jon Carleton 
·  Gen Ed Social Science (Government, International Relations) – Dr. Frank Rosa 

 
General Education courses are designated at the 100 and 200 levels, with six (or seven, in the 
case of a class requiring an accompanying lab) credit hours of courses required from each of the 
following areas: 

 
o English 
o History 
o Literature and Humanities 
o Social Sciences 
o Science and Mathematics (Note: Certain science courses have a one-hour lab 

course associated with them.) 
 
The General Education program is in the process of being reviewed.  To explore the efficacy of 
the current general education program, a General Education Committee was formed to assess the 
current program and seek ways to better align it with the mission, the curriculum, and the 
institutional learning objectives.  The Committee, chaired by the Chair of Literature and 
Humanities, is comprised of faculty and Department Chairs.  It first met in September 2005, and 
in its meetings thus far has:   
 

·  Defined five core competencies, aligned with the institutional learning objectives: 
o Information Literacy: students will be able to discover, interpret and evaluate 

information from a variety of sources and apply that knowledge through 
reasoned judgment and positive action. 

o Communication: students will be able to express themselves clearly and 
cogently, formally and informally, and singly and in groups. 

o Critical and analytical thinking: students will be able to employ both 
quantitative and qualitative analysis to describe and solve problems 
creatively. 

o Reasoning and problem solving: students will be able to demonstrate 
intellectual agility in understanding complex issues and systems that affect 
how they live and manage their daily lives at home and in the workplace. 

o Values and ethics: students will be able to responsibly acquire and apply 
knowledge in ways that are acceptable and valued by diverse citizens in the 
communities in which they live and work. 

 
These core competencies will result in graduates who are: 
 

o Empowered learners, who embrace self-responsibility, self-motivation, self-
management, interdependence, self-awareness, life-long learning and high self-
esteem 

o Informed learners, who embrace their own life experience, identity, and 
aspirations in the continued exploration, through curiosity and imagination, of 
many fields and disciplines. 



   

 
 

o Responsible learners, who embrace their place in society, understand and 
appreciate their relationships to others, accept their active participation in the 
social fabric of their lives and work, and contribute positively to shaping multiple 
dimensions of their existence. 

 
The Committee presently meets weekly, continuing to refine the framework in which the general 
education standards can be more specifically defined, thus allowing the selection of specific 
courses that may be included in the students’  elective options.  Where courses may need 
additional attention to objectives or assessments so as to permit their inclusion in the general 
education electives, this framework will provide a guide for that process.      
 
The General Education Standards are designed to underscore the application of knowledge in 
socially responsible ways as well as contribute to the individual’s personal and workplace life.  
The interrelationship between these components is best understood as indicated in this graphic: 

 

Current Descr iption of General Studies Program 
The general education component is designed to provide all students with a broad-based, liberal 
education foundation.  This foundation is the heart of the University System’s mission. General 
education promotes development of knowledge across a wide range of disciplines, acquisition of 
problem-solving skills, and maturation of intellect and character through study of great theories, 
concepts, events, works of literature and art, lives, and histories.  
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Current General Education Student Learning Outcomes 
 

General Education Skills and Values 
A broad-based educational experience.  
·  Graduates will have knowledge across a wide diversity of subjects, views, works, and 

authors, from which they will have a general academic foundation, preferences for further 
study, and broad awareness. 

A rational approach to designing a vocation or life plan 
·  Graduates will have a developed sense of their personal, academic, and professional/career 

goals and strategies that are integrated within a meaningful approach to life. 
Reading and analysis 
·  Graduates will have proficiency in effective reading, writing, and analysis across a number 

of disciplines. 
Problem solving 
·  Graduates will have the ability to identify issues and problems, then formulate and frame 

solutions to those problems. 
 
General Education Knowledge 
Social Sciences 
·  Graduates will understand the nature of decision-making in society and how societal values 

influence decision-making. 
·  Graduates will know how theory is applied to events in order to produce knowledge. 
Science and Mathematics 
·  Graduates will be capable of applying quantitative and qualitative approaches to study 

mathematical and/or scientific concepts. 
·  Graduates will know how to solve problems using mathematical and/or scientific logic. 
English 
·  Graduates will be able to construct and present an argument, identify supporting evidence 

and reach conclusions. 
·  Graduates will know how to write compositions and essays in appropriate professional 

formats. 
Literature and Humanities 
·  Graduates will be able to examine and interpret recognized works within their social, 

cultural, and historical contexts and significance. 
·  Graduates will possess an awareness for the human experience as portrayed in art, 

literature, and/or foreign languages 
History 
·  Graduates will be able to conduct historical research and investigation, consulting 

appropriate sources. 
·  Graduates will be able to distinguish between primary and secondary sources. 
·  Graduates will be able to produce essays that are coherent, cogent, and grammatically 

correct. 
·  Graduates will be able to make informed judgments about the past by gathering relevant 

information, placing it in context, interpreting it and applying that information to 
contemporary events. 

 

 
 
 



   

 
 

Curr icular  Mapping 

Institutional Student Learning 
Outcomes 

General Education Courses Narrative 
Comments 

Academic Skill 
Graduates of APUS will possess 
academic skill related to their specific 
discipline.  The graduate will master the 
generally accepted theories, concepts, 
principles, and/or practices associated 
with their discipline enabling them to 
live and work productively in a global, 
diverse, and technological society.  

SS, MA, SC, HM, EN and HS courses (Gen Ed) Courses provide the 
student with the 
research skills and 
the opportunity to 
demonstrate  
theories, concepts, 
principles, and/or 
practices associated 
within the discipline 

Communication 
Graduates of APUS will be able to 
clearly communicate ideas in written 
form. 

SS, MA, SC, HM, EN and HS courses (Gen Ed) Courses provide 
student various 
assignments that 
enhance written 
communication skill 
sets.  

Cr itical Thinking 
Graduates of APUS will be able to 
analytically identify issues with the 
ability to evaluate problems, formulate 
solutions, and evaluate the 
consequences. Graduates will be able to 
express a variety of other viewpoints and 
methods of inquiry. 

SS, MA, SC, HM, EN and HS courses (Gen Ed) Management 
courses require 
students in 
discussion board 
groups to state their 
analyses and defend 
them to both their 
classmates and 
professor.  

Information L iteracy 
Graduates of APUS will be 
technologically proficient in accessing 
and using information. The graduate will 
be able to gather information from a 
variety of sources, use information in an 
appropriate manner to address issues and 
take action. 

SS, MA, SC, HM, EN and HS courses (Gen Ed) Course syllabi and 
classroom platform 
introduces students 
to numerous 
opportunities to 
access information 
from web-based 
research sites. 

L ifelong Learning 
Graduates of APUS will have the ability 
to identify, pursue and acquire specific 
and new knowledge after the end of 
formal schooling. They will be able to 
apply this knowledge in real world 
settings. 

SS, MA, SC, HM, EN and HS courses (Gen Ed) These courses 
provide students 
with a highly 
interactive 
experience and 
promote academic 
success through 
peer-to-peer 
learning.  As a result 
of this experience, 
students develop a 
positive attitude to 
learning and 
recognize life 
experiences as 
learning 
opportunities. 



   

 
 

General Education Skills and Values   

A broad-based educational experience.    

Graduates will have knowledge across a 
wide diversity of subjects, views, works, 
and authors, from which they will have a 
general academic foundation, 
preferences for further study, and broad 
awareness. 

SS, MA, SC, HM, EN and HS courses (Gen Ed)  

A rational approach to designing a 
vocation or life plan 

  

Graduates will have a developed sense 
of their personal, academic, and 
professional/career goals and strategies 
that are integrated within a meaningful 
approach to life. 

SS, MA, SC, HM, EN and HS courses (Gen Ed)  

Reading and analysis   

Graduates will have proficiency in 
effective reading, writing, and analysis 
across a number of disciplines. 

SS, MA, SC, HM, EN and HS courses (Gen Ed)  

Problem solving   

Graduates will have the ability to 
identify issues and problems, then 
formulate and frame solutions to those 
problems. 

SS, MA, SC, HM, EN and HS courses (Gen Ed)  

General Education Knowledge   

Social Sciences   

Graduates will understand the nature of 
decision-making in society and how 
societal values influence decision-
making. 

 

Graduates will know how theory is 
applied to events in order to produce 
knowledge. 

Social Sciences 
GM140 -  Introduction to Law 
SS101 - Microeconomics                   
SS102 - Macroeconomics (Prerequisite: SS101)        
SS111 - Introduction to Geography                
SS112 - Cultural Geography              
SS121 - American Government I                                
SS122 - American Government II                   
SS131 - International Relations I                    
SS132 - International Relations II 
(Prerequisite:SS131)        
SS133 - Introduction to Sociology                  
SS134 - Introduction to Psychology   
SS187 - World Archaeology                            
SS188 - Introduction to Physical Anthropology  
SS189 - Introduction to Cultural Anthropology        
SS210 - Human Sexuality                               
SS211 - Social Deviance                     
SS212 - Introduction to Social Psychology     

 



   

 
 

SS233 - Introduction to Contemporary Sociology      
SS234 - Personality Theories              
SS251 - Introduction to Child Development   
SS260 - Introduction to African and African-
American Studies 
 

Science and Mathematics   

Graduates will be capable of applying 
quantitative and qualitative approaches 
to study mathematical and/or scientific 
concepts. 

 

Graduates will know how to solve 
problems using mathematical and/or 
scientific logic. 

MA108 - Elementary College Algebra            
MA110 - Introduction to Algebra & Trigonometry    
MA111 - College Algebra and Trigonometry 
MA125 - Math for Liberal Arts Majors          
MA225 - Calculus (Prerequisite: MA111)                  
SC100 - Introduction to Biology 
SC101 - Introduction to Chemistry           
SC102 - Introduction to Human Anatomy & 
Physiology       
SC103 - Introduction to Physics                                 
SC104 - Introduction to Astronomy   
SC105 - Introduction to Forestry                               
SC106 - Introduction to Oceanography                     
SC107 - Introduction to Meteorology 
SC108 - Introduction to Physical Geology                 
SC110 - Introduction to Human Ecology                   
SC112 - Introduction to Environmental 
Science                    
 

 

English   

Graduates will be able to construct and 
present an argument, identify supporting 
evidence and reach conclusions. 

 

Graduates will know how to write 
compositions and essays in appropriate 
professional formats. 

EN101 - Proficiency in Writing                      
EN102 - Effectiveness in Writing                               
EN202 - Composition and Literature 
  

Literature and Humanities  

Graduates will be able to examine and 
interpret recognized works within their 
social, cultural, and historical contexts 
and significance. 

 

Graduates will possess an awareness for 
the human experience as portrayed in 
art, literature, and/or foreign languages. 

EN120 – Creative Writing 
HM101 - Spanish I                              
HM102 - Spanish II (Prerequisite: HM101)                
HM201 - American Literature before the Civil War 
HM230 - Introduction to World Religions  
HM231 - Religion in America                         
HM202 - American Literature: Civil War to the 
Present       
HM235 - American Architecture                    
HM236 - World Architecture                          
HM237 - History of Music I                
HM238 - History of Music II               
HM239 - Survey of Photography                                
HM240 - Art Appreciation                  
HM241 - American Art                       
HM212 - World Literature since the Renaissance      
HM250 - Readings in Classical Drama           
HM213 - Contemporary Literature    
HM251 - Readings in Modern Drama             

 



   

 
 

 

HM214 - Science Fiction and Fantasy                       
HM260 - Film and Literature             
HM221 - English Literature: Beowulf to 18th 
Century           
HM261 - Biography                            
HM270 - Ancient and Medieval Art    
HM271 - Renaissance to Modern Art             
HM222 - English Literature: 18th Cent. - Present 
HM280 - American Romanticism                    
HM277 - Introduction to Ethics                                  
HM223 - Reflections on Humanistic Aspects of War 
HM287 - Aviation Literature              
HM289 - Regions, Cultures & Communications*      
HM288 - Chronicles of the Sea                       
HM211 - World Literature through the 
Renaissance                                         
GM285 - Interpersonal Communications      
GM286 - Mass Communications 

History   

Graduates will be able to conduct 
historical research and investigation, 
consulting appropriate sources. 

 

Graduates will be able to distinguish 
between primary and secondary sources. 

 

Graduates will be able to produce essays 
that are coherent, cogent, and 
grammatically correct. 

 

Graduates will be able to make informed 
judgments about the past by gathering 
relevant information, placing it in 
context, interpreting it and applying that 
information to contemporary events. 

HS101 - American History to 1877     
HS102 - American History since 1877                        
HS111 - World Civilization before 1650         
HS112 - World Civilization since 1650           
HS121 - Western Civilization pre-Thirty Years War   
HS122 - Western Civilization since Thirty Years War 
HS131 - Eastern Civilian before 1500        
HS132 - Eastern Civilization since 1500   
HS215 - History of the American Indian        
HS216 - History and Popular Culture            
HS217 - African-American History before 1877        
HS295 - Introduction to the Holocaust           
HS296 - The Holocaust & the 20th Century    
HS218 - African-American History since 1877 
 

 



   

 
 

Student Learning Assessment Report 
General Studies 

Reporting Per iod: 2005 
 

Course Level Assessment Use of Assessment Information for  Continuous Improvement 

As a result of student feedback in 
EN101 Proficiency in Writing, the 
instructor (Pat Wray) has made the 
following modifications to the 
course: 

�  Instituted a weekly announcement to students, summarizing 
strengths and weaknesses of previous assignment and providing 
helpful information on upcoming assignment. 

�  Installed helpful websites as part of course references. 
�  Adopted a more positive commenting style. 

As a result of positive student 
feedback that confirms the success 
of her current teaching methods, an 
EN202 Composition in Literature,  
instructor (Melanie McBride) will 
continue the following practices in 
her course. 

�  Providing specific feedback designed to show students their 
strengths and weaknesses so they can improve their writing 
skills.  

�  Grading assignments immediately so they can use comments to 
do better on subsequent assignments. 

  

In EN202 Composition in 
Literature, the instructor (Melanie 
McBride), modified the syllabus 
due to student feedback that some 
of the language in one of the 
assigned short stories was too 
strong and slightly offensive.   

She modified the syllabus to include a warning that course readings are 
meant to reflect contemporary society including, in some instances, 
coarse language and mature themes. 

As a result of student feedback and 
monitoring of the course in EN202 
Composition in Literature, the 
instructor (Linda Moynihan) has 
made the following modifications to 
the course. 

She continually clarifies her syllabus to ensure that all students 
understand the directions and assignments.  She is also adding 
Discussion Board prompts in the December class to stimulate class 
discussion among the students as well as with the instructor. 

As a result of student feedback in 
EN102 Effectiveness in Writing, 
the instructor (William Overton) 
has made efforts to increase the 
student/professor interactivity in the 
classroom. 

He has adjusted assignment due dates and added student progress 
reports for the purpose of keeping in continual contact with students. 

In HS102, American History since 
1877, grades on student writing 
assignments were demonstrating 
that students do not properly cite 
their resources when writing papers. 

To help students understand how to correctly cite their papers, the 
instructor (Brian Blodgett): 1) added a quiz to the course that covered 
this critical area, and 2) established a policy whereby he did not accept 
any papers from students that do not use the proper citation method.  
By implementing this new policy from the first day of the course, the 
professor finds that the students no longer repeat the same mistakes and 
that the quality of their papers improved.     

As a result of feedback from 
students, the instructor for HM101 
& HM102 (Heidi Lockwood), made 

For both courses, she revised test questions, clarified instruction on 
exams and practice tests, and modified parts of the syllabus to provide 
further clarification and to reflect these changes. 



   

 
 

classroom modifications.   

As a result of student feedback, an 
instructor for HM101 (Dallas 
Malhiwsky) is considering 
modifications. 

Although no action has yet been taken, Dallas is exploring the 
possibility of implementing an oral component to the course. 

In HS216 (taught by Jon Carleton), 
the end of course survey results 
affirmed teaching and learning 
approach currently used in class. 

In the Fall versions of the course, the instructor has clarified 
assignments and directions so that students who need more structure 
will be able to complete any assignment without further direction.  New 
course pack readings and websites will also be added to Fall classes.   

As a result of student feedback, an 
instructor for SS133 (Robert Baker) 
is increasing interactivity in the 
classroom.   

Starting with Fall I courses, the instructor is implementing more robust 
interaction and feedback in the Discussion Board  

Scott Nunnelly (SC102 instructor) 
has made significant changes to the 
course assignments based on 
feedback from the end of course 
survey report. 

He has decreased the weight of the exams and increased the weight of 
the weekly assignments.  He has also modified the assignments so that 
students have to put more thought into the material instead of just 
answering specific questions.  To promote higher order thinking skills, 
students now are required to compile information from different 
resources, such as how the different body organs interact and affect 
each other.  Feedback from students confirms that this makes learning 
more practical and promotes the student’s thinking on a higher level. 

As a result of student feedback that 
they would like more interaction 
from the professor, an instructor for 
EN102 (William Overton) has 
modified teaching practices.   

He has adjusted assignment due dates and added student progress 
reports for weeks when no specific assignment was due for the purpose 
of keeping contact with students. 

As a result of student feedback that 
they would like feedback in a more 
timely manner, an instructor for 
MA108 (Repp) has modified 
teaching practices.   

He is continually striving to improve on his time of return for graded 
material, and response time on questions either both in the discussion 
board and email.  He also strives to keep a pace of answering math 
questions right away so that the student’s studies can progress more 
smoothly. 

As a result of student feedback that 
they would like more written 
feedback from the professor on 
their assignments, an instructor for 
SC100 (Tricia Socci) has modified 
her teaching practices.   

She has been offering more constructive "comments" in the feedback 
section of the assignments.  Current survey results confirm that students 
are pleased with the extensive feedback that she has been providing for 
them. 

To ensure quality and the use of 
best practices, the director of 
learning outcomes assessment has 
reviewed course objectives for 
General Education courses. 

As a result of this review, General Education faculty members were 
required to go through a web-based course objectives review process 
(www.slo-initiative.com).  During this process, faculty members 
reviewed their objectives (and revised if necessary) to ensure that 
course objectives were: 1) measurable through performance or 
demonstration, 2) realistic given the length of the course, 3) aligned 
with evaluation procedures, and 4) include the use of verbs in Bloom’s 
Taxonomy that are appropriate to the level of instruction in the course.    

Degree Program Level 
Assessment 

Use of Assessment Information for  Continuous Improvement 



   

 
 

All General Studies students are 
required to take an end of program 
survey before they graduate.  
 

Data are shared regularly with Student and Academic services to inform 
decisions at those levels.  The following table demonstrates the 
percentage of students that strongly agree – strongly disagree in each 
category from 7/05- 11/05 (n=17).   
 

General Studies Program 
n=17 

7/05- 11/05 
 

(Percentages) Strongly 
Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

Student received 
individualized 
instruction from 
professor 

25.0% 62.5% 12.5% 0.0% 0.0% 

Student received 
prompt email 
responses 

41.2% 35.3% 17.6% 5.9% 0.0% 

Professor gave 
valuable feedback on 
coursework 

52.9% 23.5% 17.6% 5.9% 0.0% 

Professor posted 
weekly notes 

41.2% 35.3% 11.8% 11.8% 0.0% 

Student was exposed 
to different 
viewpoints 

52.9% 35.3% 5.9% 5.9% 0.0% 

Student was free to 
express viewpoints 

76.5% 17.6% 5.9% 0.0% 0.0% 

Final grade posted 2 
weeks after 
course/ext ended 

58.8% 35.3% 5.9% 0.0% 0.0% 

Exams and quizzes 
related to course 
objectives. 

58.8% 41.2% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Professor flexible to 
work/life schedule 87.5% 6.3% 6.3% 0.0% 0.0% 

 
Review of General Studies Program 
by Provost 

Syllabus redesign application exercises were created by the Director of 
Faculty Development, and all General Studies instructors were required 
to convert their old “student course guide”  into a new syllabus template 
to ensure consistency among all courses and degree programs.   

Institutional Level Assessment Use of Assessment Information for  Continuous Improvement 

After a student graduates from the 
General Studies program, 
employers of students are sent a 
survey that inquires on the: 1) 
extent to which APUS students are 
meeting the institutional objectives, 
and 2) competencies that graduates 
brings to the job that may be a 
direct reflection of his/her 
educational experience with the 

The newly revised survey was placed into our new survey software 
(Websurveyor), and data collection began in July of 2005.  Data will be 
shared regularly with Student and Academic Services to inform 
decisions at those levels.   



   

 
 

University System.   
 

All General Studies students are 
required to take an end of program 
survey before they graduate 
(associates degree only).  Likert-
type scale and open-ended survey 
questions inquire about the extent to 
which APUS students are meeting 
their institutional objectives (i.e., 
they are asked to rate their 
proficiency in the five institutional 
outcomes of APUS - Academic 
Skill, Communication, Critical 
Thinking, Information Literacy, and 
Lifelong Learning). 

Data are shared regularly with student and academic services to inform 
decisions at those levels.  In response to overall survey results, and in 
an effort to promote lifelong learning skills for students, faculty were 
required to complete an online workshop that encourages the use of 
best practices in online teaching and learning, including increasing the 
interactivity in the classroom.  By implementing the best practices 
learned in the workshop, faculty now provide students with more 
interactive experiences that promote academic success with peer-to-
peer learning.  This provides students with more opportunities to 
develop a positive attitude towards learning and to recognize life 
experiences as learning opportunities.   

 
 
 


