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Profile of the Program 
 

There are two options for  completing the MA in History, Thesis or  Non-thesis. 

Non-thesis Option 
This option requires a minimum of 36 hours of coursework.  A minimum of 21 hours must be 
taken within one of the concentrations listed below and 9 credits in electives.  A non-thesis 
student receives the MA degree upon successful completion of the required coursework and 
passing the comprehensive examination. 

Thesis Option 
The thesis option also requires a minimum of 36 hours of coursework.  A minimum of 21 hours 
must be taken within one of the concentrations listed below and 6 credits in electives  Work on 
the thesis should begin no later than the end of the first year of study with the successful 
completion of RC575 (Historiography) and RC576 (Historical Research Methods).  The student 
must file a thesis proposal, preferably by the end of the first year, and complete an original thesis 
by the conclusion of the program prior to granting the degree. The thesis requires 3 semester 
hours (16 week class format). 
 
Number of faculty: 27 
Number of students: 337 
 
Master  of Ar ts in History 
 
The Master of Arts in History provides its students with an exhaustive array of opportunities to 
pursue the world’s great personalities, events, nations, trends, periods, conflicts, and markings of 
progress. The Master of Arts History major has recently been re-designed to best suit your 
professional aspirations and interests. The new major ensures that you will learn about the "big 
picture" through exposure to four historical perspectives or concentrations, while allowing you to 
tailor the major to your individual needs during graduate study. 
 
Master  of Ar ts in History Learning Outcomes 

In addition to the institutional and degree level learning outcomes objectives, the Master of 
Arts in History also seeks the following specific learning outcomes of its graduates. With 
reference to each of the respective areas of history, graduates in this degree program will be 
able to:  

�  Appraise different approaches to history and historical method in order to evaluate and 
propose a specific methodology for a particular project.  

�  Define, classify, and articulate in oral or written form the major trends, events, and 
people that have shaped world history, and evaluate them in context by comparison and 
contrast.  

�  Define, classify, and articulate in oral or written form the major trends, events, and 
people that have shaped Ancient, European, American, and Global history, and evaluate 
them in context by comparison or contrast.  

�  Examine, analyze, and evaluate at least one specialized historical sub-discipline.  
�  Synthesize historical issues into a coherent and comprehensive paradigm of the human 

condition.  



   

 
 

�  Analyze data, information, and concepts pertinent to various methodologies of historical 
research.  

�  Create an historical research proposal in which data, information, and concepts can be 
evaluated and synthesized.  



   

 
 

Curr icular  Mapping  

Institutional Student Learning Outcomes Core &  Required Courses Narrative 
Comments 

Academic Skill 
Graduates of APUS will possess academic skill 
related to their specific discipline.  The graduate 
will master the generally accepted theories, 
concepts, principles, and/or practices associated 
with their discipline enabling them to live and 
work productively in a global, diverse, and 
technological society.  
 

 
RC575 – Historiography 
RC576 - Historical Research Methods 
 
OC530 - Graduate Seminar in World History 
OC560 - Medieval Europe 
OC562 - Renaissance and Reformation 
OC580 - Ancient Greece 
OC582 - Ancient Rome 
OC581 - Late Antiquity and Byzantium 
 
LW507 - The Great War 
LW631 – World War II in Context 
NS576 - History of Modern Europe  
OC561 - History of the Enlightenment 
 
CW500 - Civil War: Seminal Event in 
American History 
LW567 - The American Revolution in 
Context 
OC531 - Graduate Seminar in U.S. History 
OC542 - History and Popular Culture 
OC550 - The United States in the 20th 
Century 
OC553 - U.S. Constitutional History 
 
LC526 - The Great Revolutions 
LC527 - Insurgency and the Peasantry 
OC543 - History of Religion 
OC619 – Individual and the World I 
OC620 – Individual and the World II 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Courses provide the 
student with the 
research skills and 
the opportunity to 
demonstrate  
theories, concepts, 
principles, and/or 
practices associated 
within the discipline 
 



   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communication 
Graduates of APUS will be able to clearly 
communicate ideas in written form. 

RC575 – Historiography 
RC576 - Historical Research Methods 
 
OC530 - Graduate Seminar in World History 
OC560 - Medieval Europe 
OC562 - Renaissance and Reformation 
OC580 - Ancient Greece 
OC582 - Ancient Rome 
OC581 - Late Antiquity and Byzantium 
 
LW507 - The Great War 
LW631 – World War II in Context 
NS576 - History of Modern Europe  
OC561 - History of the Enlightenment 
 
CW500 - Civil War: Seminal Event in 
American History 
LW567 - The American Revolution in 
Context 
OC531 - Graduate Seminar in U.S. History 
OC542 - History and Popular Culture 
OC550 - The United States in the 20th 
Century 
OC553 - U.S. Constitutional History 
 
LC526 - The Great Revolutions 
LC527 - Insurgency and the Peasantry 
OC543 - History of Religion 
OC619 – Individual and the World I 
OC620 – Individual and the World II 
 

Courses provide 
student various 
assignments that 
enhance written 
communication skill 
sets.  

Cr itical Thinking 
Graduates of APUS will be able to analytically 
identify issues with the ability to evaluate 
problems, formulate solutions, and evaluate the 
consequences. Graduates will be able to express 
a variety of other viewpoints and methods of 
inquiry. 

 
RC575 – Historiography 
RC576 - Historical Research Methods 
 
OC530 - Graduate Seminar in World History 
OC560 - Medieval Europe 
OC562 - Renaissance and Reformation 
OC580 - Ancient Greece 

History courses 
require students in 
discussion board 
groups to state their 
analyses and defend 
them to both their 
classmates and 
professor.  



   

 
 

OC582 - Ancient Rome 
OC581 - Late Antiquity and Byzantium 
 
LW507 - The Great War 
LW631 – World War II in Context 
NS576 - History of Modern Europe  
OC561 - History of the Enlightenment 
 
CW500 - Civil War: Seminal Event in 
American History 
LW567 - The American Revolution in 
Context 
OC531 - Graduate Seminar in U.S. History 
OC542 - History and Popular Culture 
OC550 - The United States in the 20th 
Century 
OC553 - U.S. Constitutional History 
 
LC526 - The Great Revolutions 
LC527 - Insurgency and the Peasantry 
OC543 - History of Religion 
OC619 – Individual and the World I 
OC620 – Individual and the World II 
 
 

 

Information L iteracy 
Graduates of APUS will be technologically 
proficient in accessing and using information. 
The graduate will be able to gather information 
from a variety of sources, use information in an 
appropriate manner to address issues and take 
action. 

RC575 – Historiography 
RC576 - Historical Research Methods 
 
OC530 - Graduate Seminar in World History 
OC531 - Graduate Seminar in U.S. History  

Course syllabi and 
classroom platform 
introduces students 
to numerous 
opportunities to 
access information 
from web-based 
research sites. 

L ifelong Learning 
Graduates of APUS will have the ability to 
identify, pursue and acquire specific and new 
knowledge after the end of formal schooling. 
They will be able to apply this knowledge in real 
world settings. 

RC575 – Historiography 
RC576 - Historical Research Methods 
 
OC530 - Graduate Seminar in World History 
OC531 - Graduate Seminar in U.S. History  

These courses 
provide students 
with a highly 
interactive 
experience and 
promote academic 
success through 
peer-to-peer 
learning.  As a result 
of this experience, 
students develop a 
positive attitude to 
learning and 
recognize life 
experiences as 
learning 
opportunities. 

Degree Program Learning Outcomes 
For  History 

  

Appraise different approaches to history and 
historical method in order to evaluate and 

RC575 – Historiography 
RC576 - Historical Research Methods 

 



   

 
 

propose a specific methodology for a particular 
project.  

 

Define, classify, and articulate in oral or written 
form the major trends, events, and people that 
have shaped world history, and evaluate them in 
context by comparison and contrast.  

OC530 - Graduate Seminar in World History 
OC531 - Graduate Seminar in U.S. History 

 

Define, classify, and articulate in oral or written 
form the major trends, events, and people that 
have shaped Ancient, European, American, and 
Global history, and evaluate them in context by 
comparison or contrast.  

OC560 - Medieval Europe 
OC562 - Renaissance and Reformation 
OC580 - Ancient Greece 
OC582 - Ancient Rome 
OC581 - Late Antiquity and Byzantium 
 
LW507 - The Great War 
LW631 – World War II in Context 
NS576 - History of Modern Europe  
OC561 - History of the Enlightenment 
 
CW500 - Civil War: Seminal Event in 
American History 
LW567 - The American Revolution in 
Context 
 OC542 - History and Popular Culture 
OC550 - The United States in the 20th 
Century 
OC553 - U.S. Constitutional History 
 
LC526 - The Great Revolutions 
LC527 - Insurgency and the Peasantry 
OC543 - History of Religion 
OC619 – Individual and the World I 
OC620 – Individual and the World II 
 

 

Examine, analyze, and evaluate at least one 
specialized historical sub-discipline.  

OC560 - Medieval Europe 
OC562 - Renaissance and Reformation 
OC580 - Ancient Greece 
OC582 - Ancient Rome 
OC581 - Late Antiquity and Byzantium 
 
LW507 - The Great War 
LW631 – World War II in Context 
NS576 - History of Modern Europe  
OC561 - History of the Enlightenment 
 
CW500 - Civil War: Seminal Event in 
American History 
LW567 - The American Revolution in 
Context 
 OC542 - History and Popular Culture 
OC550 - The United States in the 20th 
Century 
OC553 - U.S. Constitutional History 
 
LC526 - The Great Revolutions 
LC527 - Insurgency and the Peasantry 

 



   

 
 

 

OC543 - History of Religion 
OC619 – Individual and the World I 
OC620 – Individual and the World II 
 

Synthesize historical issues into a coherent and 
comprehensive paradigm of the human 
condition.  

OC700 – Comprehensive Exam 
HS798 – Master Thesis in History 

 

Analyze data, information, and concepts 
pertinent to various methodologies of historical 
research.  

OC530 - Graduate Seminar in World History 
OC531 - Graduate Seminar in U.S. History 

 

Create an historical research proposal in which 
data, information, and concepts can be evaluated 
and synthesized.  

HS798 – Master Thesis In History  



   

 
 

Student Learning Assessment Report  
Master  of Ar ts in History 
Reporting Per iod: 2005 

 

Course Level Assessment Use of Assessment Information for  Continuous Improvement 

Based on the instructor monitoring 
his courses throughout the past two  
years, a History instructor (Andrew 
Baggs) has created an assignment 
to encourage active learning, cross 
communication among courses, real 
world application, and interactivity 
in the classroom. 

In all of Andrew Bagg’s courses, students are required to develop a brief 
one page summary on military related subjects of their choice. The 
instructor reviews the summaries, and then forwards the exemplary 
responses to all of his students in a given session.  To increase 
interactivity among the students, they are encouraged to reply and 
provide rebuttals about the summaries. The assignment serves to knit 
students in one class, for example, Air Warfare, with Land Warfare 
students from other classes.  Student feedback has confirmed that this 
assignment assists students in going beyond their textual material (e.g., 
looking at a military problem in another way), and is both fun and 
informative for the students. 

Students in RC576 responded in 
their end of course surveys that the 
level of feedback and interaction in 
the Historiography course was not 
sufficient.   

To increase the level of feedback and interaction in this course, Ed 
Hagerty is: 1) taking additional steps to contact his students, and 2) now 
ending all of his “Professor Notes”  with the message, “please email me 
is you have questions or problems” .  He is also providing more thorough 
and detailed comments in his feedback to students on their assignments.   
 
 
 

Based on assignments where 
students demonstrate less than 
proficient research skills, Larry 
Forness has added a bibliography to 
LW500 where students are required 
to carry out specific assignments 
using papers listed in the 
bibliography. 

LW500 has a main text that provides detailed coverage of land warfare 
in the Pacific, in addition to several other texts.  In an effort to increase 
online research skills, the instructor requires students to collect papers 
listed on a specific bibliography.    

To ensure quality and the use of 
best practices, the director of 
learning outcomes assessment has 
reviewed course objectives for 
History courses. 

As a result of this review, History faculty members were required to go 
through a web-based course objectives review process (www.slo-
initiative.com).  During this process, faculty members reviewed their 
objectives (and revised if necessary) to ensure that course objectives 
were: 1) measurable through performance or demonstration, 2) realistic 
given the length of the course, 3) aligned with evaluation procedures, 
and 4) include the use of verbs in Bloom’s Taxonomy that are 
appropriate to the level of instruction in the course.    

Degree Program Level 
Assessment 

Use of Assessment Information for  Continuous Improvement 

Faculty and department chairs are 
required to fill out a faculty 
evaluation worksheet to review the 
content of their syllabi, use of 
Educator tools, conduct within the 

The department chair in History reviews faculty evaluations to ensure 
that the course and syllabus meet standards and expectations that are 
established in the faculty handbook.  If there are deficiencies in the 
course, syllabus, or teaching practices, the department chair notifies the 
faculty member for corrective action.   



   

 
 

classroom, and use of best practices 
in the History program.  

 
In 2005, every faculty received extensive feedback on the NEW syllabus 
format with specific comments for changes. In addition to correcting 
format problems, specific directions were given to link the weekly topic 
to the readings and use of discussion questions.  The use of Packets was 
explained so that syllabi can be shorter in length. 
 
 

Review of History Program by 
Provost 

Syllabus redesign application exercises were created by the Director of 
Faculty Development, and all History instructors were required to 
convert their old “student course guide”  into a new syllabus template to 
ensure consistency among all courses and degree programs.   

All History students are required to 
take an end of program survey 
before they graduate.  Likert-type 
scale and open-ended survey 
questions inquire about: 1) 
instructor performance, 2) course 
materials, 3) technology, and the 4) 
usefulness, currency, and relevancy 
of academic programs.   
 

Data are shared regularly with student and academic services to inform 
decisions at those levels.  The following table demonstrates the 
percentage of students that strongly agree – strongly disagree in each 
category from 7/05- 12/05. Faculty were sent the survey results to 
address the frequency of interaction and feedback as well as use of 
weekly assignments tied to the topic, LOs, and assignments. 
 

History Program – MA/BA Combined 
n=12 

7/05 - 12/05 
 

(Percentages) Strongly 
Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

Student 
received 
individualized 
instruction 
from 
professor 

25.0% 50.0% 16.7% 8.3% 0.0% 

Student 
received 
prompt email 
responses 

33.3% 33.3% 8.3% 25.0% 0.0% 

Professor 
gave valuable 
feedback on 
coursework 

58.3% 33.3% 0.0% 8.3% 0.0% 

Professor 
posted weekly 
notes 

8.3% 50.0% 16.7% 25.0% 0.0% 

Student was 
exposed to 
different 
viewpoints 

41.7% 50.0% 8.3% 0.0% 0.0% 



   

 
 

Student was 
free to express 
viewpoints 

66.7% 33.3% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Final grade 
posted 2 
weeks after 
course/ext 
ended 

58.3% 41.7% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Exams and 
quizzes 
related to 
course 
objectives. 

83.3% 16.7% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Professor flexi
ble to 
work/life 
schedule 

75.0% 0.0% 16.7% 8.3% 0.0% 

 
 

(Percentages) Strongly 
Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

Materials 
relevant to 
course 

75.0% 25.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Can continue 
to use 
materials 

75.0% 25.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Syllabi had 
clear 
objectives/gui
dance 

41.7% 58.3% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Books arrived 
on time 91.7% 0.0% 8.3% 0.0% 0.0% 

 
Institutional Level Assessment Use of Assessment Information for  Continuous Improvement 

After a student graduates from the 
History program, employers of 
students are sent a survey that 
inquires on the: 1) extent to which 
APUS students are meeting the 
institutional objectives, and 2) 
competencies that graduates brings 
to the job that may be a direct 
reflection of his/her educational 
experience with the University 
System.   

The newly revised survey was placed into our new survey software 
(Websurveyor), and data collection began in July of 2005.  Data will be 
shared regularly with student and academic services to inform decisions 
at those levels.   



   

 
 

 

All History students are required to 
take an end of program survey 
before they graduate.  Likert-type 
scale and open-ended survey 
questions inquire about the extent 
to which APUS students are 
meeting their institutional 
objectives (i.e., they are asked to 
rate their proficiency in the five 
institutional outcomes of APUS - 
Academic Skill, Communication, 
Critical Thinking, Information 
Literacy, and Lifelong Learning). 

Data are shared regularly with student and academic services to inform 
decisions at those levels.  In response to overall survey results, and in an 
effort to promote lifelong learning skills for students, faculty were 
required to complete an online workshop that encourages the use of best 
practices in online teaching and learning, including increasing the 
interactivity in the classroom.  By implementing the best practices 
learned in the workshop, faculty now provide students with more 
interactive experiences that promote academic success with peer-to-peer 
learning.  This provides students with more opportunities to develop a 
positive attitude towards learning and to recognize life experiences as 
learning opportunities.   
 
The following table demonstrates the percentage of students that strongly 
agree – strongly disagree when asked if their personal growth in each of 
the five APUS institutional outcomes has resulted in academic 
experience with APUS. 
 

History Program – MA/BA Combined 
n=12 

7/05 - 12/05 
  

(Percentages) Yes No Not Sure 

Academic Skill: 100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Communication: 100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Critical Thinking: 100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Information Literacy:  100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Lifelong Learning: 100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
 

 
 
 


