
EDUC503

STUDENT WARNING: This course syllabus is from a previous semester archive and
serves only as a preparatory reference. Please use this syllabus as a reference only until
the professor opens the classroom and you have access to the updated course syllabus.
Please do NOT purchase any books or start any work based on this syllabus; this syllabus
may NOT be the one that your individual instructor uses for a course that has not yet
started. If you need to verify course textbooks, please refer to the online course
description through your student portal. This syllabus is proprietary material of APUS.

Course Summary

Course : EDUC503 Title : The Professional Educator
Length of Course : 8
Prerequisites : N/A Credit Hours : 3

Description

Course Description: This course is intended to provide individuals with the knowledge and skills needed to
succeed in the Master of Education program. Students will explore what it means to develop as a
professional educator and how this impacts teaching and learning. The course examines the significance of
various educational theories, historical developments, philosophies, pedagogical approaches, basic
research designs, and educational paradigms. Students will discover how different social, emotional,
physical, and ethical issues impact various aspects of K-12 classrooms, and other instructional settings.
Effective use of technology as a tool in educational situations will be emphasized, as well as how educational
research can alter classroom practice.

Course Scope:

This course will lay the foundation for the entire degree program, providing familiarity with on-line learning
and an understanding of the requirements for being successful in the APUS program. Students will analyze
the concept of “the professional educator,” what that implies, and how one develops an advanced level of
professional competency and expertise. Students will interact with their instructors, other practicing teachers,
and educational professionals to discuss and gain a better understanding of various issues that cross
positions such as K-12 teachers, instructional leaders, and those in other professional educational settings.

Objectives

Upon successful completion of this course, candidates will be able to:

1. Apply the on-line platform for effective communication and learning. (WVPTS: 2D, 4A, 4B, 4D);
(ISTE/NETS.T: 2A); (NCATE: 1, 2, 3)

2. Apply the APUS on-line library for research and information. (WVPTS: 1A, 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D);
(ISTE/NETS.T: 5A); (NCATE: 1, 2)

3. Analyze the various research techniques used in K-12 education, with a special emphasis on Action
Research. (WVPTS: 3E, 4D, 5B, 5G, 5H, 5I); (ISTE/NETS.T: 5B); (NCATE: 1, 2)

4. Apply effective use of media and technology for writing, learning, teaching, and professional
development. (WVPTS: 3A, 3F, 4C, 5G, 5H); (ISTE/NETS.T: 5D); (NCATE: 1, 2)

5. Evaluate the various past and present issues, ideas, and trends that shape educational environments



today. (WVPTS: 2A, 3F, 4A, 4C, 5H); (ISTE/NETS.T: 2B); (NCATE: 1, 2, 4)
6. Analyze one’s classroom experiences as it relates to the formation of an educational philosophy and

student achievement. (WVPTS: 1A, 1B, 1C, 1D, 1E, 2A, 2C, 3C, 3D, 3F, 4A, 4C, 5G); (ISTE/NETS.T:
1A); (NCATE: 1, 2, 4)

7. Create a vision for growth as a professional educator who creates and sustains active learning
environments. (WVPTS: 1A, 3D, 4A, 4C, 4D, 5F, 5G); (ISTE/NETS.T: 5A) (NCATE: 1, 2, 4)

Outline

Week 1:

Objectives

1. Explore the APUS online library.
2. Demonstrate an understanding of APA format.
3. Describe their motivation and goals as an educator.

Reading

Palmer - Chapters 1-4

Assignment(s)

Goals as an Educator
Quiz One

Forum(s)

Introductions
Forum 1: APUS Library Tour

Week 2:

Objectives

1. Explore the diverse needs of students.
2. Describe how learning styles impact students.
3. Identify how your own learning styles and experiences impact your teaching.

Reading

Palmer - Chapter 5-7
SoE Student Handbook

Assignment(s)

Community Profile: Section One

Forum(s)

Forum 2: Learning Style
Forum 3: Pedro Noguera Video

Week 3:



Objectives

1. Explore the meaning and importance of ethics in education.
2. Identify some of the important legal cases and the impact on education.
3. Discuss how ethics and legal issues impact their students and classrooms.

Reading

Cornell Legal Information Institute's list of Major educational cases:
http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/cases/topics/tog_education.html
NCLB: www.ed.gov/nclb/landing.jhtml
Ethics: http://www.nea.org/home/30442.htm

Assignment(s)

Ethics and Case Studies

Forum(s)

Forum 4: Student's Rights and Responsibilities

Week 4:

Objectives

1. Describe the main elements of Action Research.
2. Identify how Action Research can be used in an educational environment.
3. Explore how they may integrate Action Research in a school or classroom.

Reading

Mills - Action research: A guide for the teacher researcher

Assignment(s)

Presentation OR Action Research

Forum(s)

Forum 5: Research in Education
Forum 6: Midterm Reflection

Week 5:

Objectives

1. Describe important historical events and how they have impacted the classroom.
2. Explore the meaning of the most influential educational philosophies.
3. Identify how important history and philosophy are in their own schools and classrooms.

Reading

Educating Esme

Assignment(s)

Section Two of Community Profile

http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/cases/topics/tog_education.html
http://www.ed.gov/nclb/landing.jhtml
http://www.nea.org/home/30442.htm


Forum(s)

Forum 7: Interactive Game Map
Forum 8: Philosophy of Education

Week 6:

Objectives

1. Discuss the individual experiences of new and experienced teachers and how these impact our view of
the profession.

2. Explore the educational communities we work/reside in and how those characteristics impact the
classroom.

Reading

Conclude “Educating Esme” reading

Assignment(s)

Part Three of Community Profile

Forum(s)

Forum 9: Educating Esme Book Response

Week 7:

Objectives

1. Explain the impact of the document "A Nation at Risk."
2. Describe how this document compares to our perception of the present state of education.
3. Develop personal perspective on education.

Reading

A Nation Accountable

Assignment(s)

Educator Essay or Presentation

Forum(s)

Forum 10: Accountability Revisited

Week 8:

Objectives

1. Describe the impact and direction of NCLB/Common Core.
2. Explore their communities and develop a "Community Profile."
3. Reflect on the course and provide feedback/suggestions.

Reading

www2.ed.gov/nclb/overview/intro/factsheet.html

https://edge.apus.edu/access/content/group/education-common/School of Education/Syllabi/www2.ed.gov/nclb/overview/intro/factsheet.html


www.corestandards.org/

Assignment(s)

School-Community Profile

Forum(s)

Forum 11: Where Are We?
Forum 12: Final Reflection

Evaluation

Grading:

Name Grade %

Materials

Book Title: Various resources from the APUS Library & the Open Web are used. Links provided inside the
classroom in the Lessons section.

Author:

Publication Info:

ISBN: N/A

Required Text for this degree program:

Candidates are expected to adhere to APA style throughout the program. The Publication Manual of the
American Psychological Association (6th ed.) should be purchased and used in all courses.

Course Guidelines

Phasellus eros sopien, lacinia eget veut vitae, viverro finibus neque Donec vulputate (empor erat id laoreet
Nunc commodo ornare justo, sit omet ultrices magna pharetro quis Ut oc nunc in metus fermentum
pellentesque eel quia leo. Fusce sodales diam eel tempor posuere ougue nsus ullamcorper quom, id
vehiculo libero ante oc ipsum, Donec vitae purus magna Curobitur semper dui quis risus pretium finibus
Phosellus non magna consectetur, foucibus magno et, ullamcorper eros. Ut oc nunc in metus fermentum
pellentesque eel quia leo. Fusce sodoles, diom eel tempor posuere, ougue risus ullomcorper quom, id
vehiculo libero ante oc ipsum. Donec vitae purus magna. Curobitur semper dui quia risus pretium finibus.
Phasellus non magna consectetur, faucibus magno et, ullomcocper eros. lacinia eget velit vitae, vrvecro
finibus neque Donec vulputote tempor erot id looreet Nunc commodo ornare ‘usto, sit omet ultrices magno
phoretro quis. Ut oc nunc in metus fermentum pellentesque eel quis leo. Fusce sodoles, diom eel tempor
posuere, ougue risus ullomcocper quom, id vehiculo libero ante oc ipsum, Donec vitae purus magno.
Curobitur semper dui quia risus pretium finibus. Phasellus non magno consectetur, foucibus magno et,
ullamcorper ecos. Phosellus eros sopien, lacinia eget veut vitae, viverra finibus neque Donec vulputote
tempor erot id looreet Nunc commodo ornare justo, sit omet ultrices magno phoretro quis Ut oc nunc in
metus fermentum pellentesque eel quia leo. Fusce sodoles, diom eel tempor posuer ougue nsus

http://www.corestandards.org/


ullomcorpec quom, id vehicula libero ante oc ipsum. Donec vitae purus magno Curabitur semper dui quis
risus pretium finibus Phosellus non magno consectetur, foucibus magno et, ullomcorpec eros.

University Policies

Student Handbook

Drop/Withdrawal policy

Extension Requests

Academic Probation

Appeals

Disability Accommodations

The mission of American Public University System is to provide high quality higher education with emphasis
on educating the nation’s military and public service communities by offering respected, relevant, accessible,
affordable, and student-focused online programs that prepare students for service and leadership in a
diverse, global society.

STUDENT WARNING: This course syllabus is from a previous semester archive and
serves only as a preparatory reference. Please use this syllabus as a reference only until
the professor opens the classroom and you have access to the updated course syllabus.
Please do NOT purchase any books or start any work based on this syllabus; this syllabus
may NOT be the one that your individual instructor uses for a course that has not yet
started. If you need to verify course textbooks, please refer to the online course
description through your student portal. This syllabus is proprietary material of APUS.

http://www.apus.edu/student-handbook/index.htm
http://www.apus.edu/student-handbook/withdrawal/
http://www.apus.edu/student-handbook/extension/
http://www.apus.edu/student-handbook/academic-probation/index.htm
http://www.apus.edu/student-handbook/appeals-matrix/index.htm
http://www.apus.edu/student-handbook/Disability-Accommodations/index.htm
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