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STUDENT WARNING: This course syllabus is from a previous semester archive and
serves only as a preparatory reference. Please use this syllabus as a reference only until
the professor opens the classroom and you have access to the updated course syllabus.
Please do NOT purchase any books or start any work based on this syllabus; this syllabus
may NOT be the one that your individual instructor uses for a course that has not yet
started. If you need to verify course textbooks, please refer to the online course
description through your student portal. This syllabus is proprietary material of APUS.

Course Summary

Course : EDUC631 Title : Evidence-Based Practice for Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)
Length of Course : 8
Prerequisites : EDUC630 Credit Hours : 3

Description

Course Description: This course provides candidates with examination of the components of and process
for evidence-based practice (EBP) in educational programming for students with ASD to include integration
of research-validated intervention strategies with other critical factors (i.e., professional judgment and data-
based decision making, family values and preferences, and capacity). Intervention strategies with the highest
level of empirical support will be examined with attention to qualifying evidence, effective proven outcomes,
and ages of individuals. Medication commonly prescribed to students with ASD will be explored related to
target behavior and potential side effects. Laws, legislation, and litigation related to EBP for students with
ASD will be examined.(Prerequisite: EDUC630)

Course Scope:

This course is the second of three concentration courses. Examining components of and process for
evidence-based practice in educational programming for students with ASD in the context of current law,
legislation, and litigation will equip educators in serving students with ASD and in collaborating with families
and the professional community. Exploring medication commonly prescribed to students with ASD as related
to target behavior and potential side effects will assist educators in monitoring behavior intervention plans.

Objectives

After successfully completing this course, you will be able to

Evaluate components of and process for EBP in educational programming for students with ASD.
(CEC-AAS: ACS13 K3, SEDAS3.S11; WVPTS: 1A, 1D, 2B, 2C, 2D, 3A, 3F; CAEP: 1.1, 1.3, 1.6,
1.7, 1.8, 1.9; ISTE: 3B)
Assess importance of lifelong professional development and self-evaluation. (CEC-AAS: ACSI1 S2,
ACSI1 S3, ACS13 K2, ACSI3 S2, SEDAS3.S12, ACS14 S3; WVPTS: 1D, 2D, 2E; CAEP: 1.2, 1.5,
1.6, 1.7; ISTE: 4A)
Justify selection of research-validated intervention strategies for students with ASD while assessing
qualifying evidence, effective proven outcomes, and ages of individuals. (CEC-AAS: ACSI1 S2, ACSI1
S3, ACS13 K2, ACSI3 S2, SEDAS3.S12, ACS14 S3; WVPTS: 1D, 2D, 2E; CAEP: 1.2, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7;
ISTE: 4A)



Analyze medication commonly prescribed to students with ASD with attention to target behavior and
potential side effects.( CEC-AAS: SEDASI.K5; WVPTS: 1A, 1C, 2D, 2E; CAEP: 1.1, 1.8; ISTE: 4A)
Analyze laws, legislation, and litigation related to ASD. (CEC-AAS: ACSI5 K4, ACSI5 K5; WVPTS:
1A, 5I; CAEP: 1.11.5; ISTE: 4A)
Appraise the importance of lifelong professional development and self-evaluation. (CEC-AAS:
SEDAS4.S2, ACSI6 K1, ACSI6 K2, ACSI6 K3, SEDAS6.K1, SEDAS6.K2, ACSI6 S6, SEDAS6.S5,
SEDAS6.S6; WVPTS: 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D; CAEP: 1.5, 1.9; ISTE: 5C)

Outline

Week 1: Evidenced Based Practice and Cultural Considerations Parts 1 & 2

Learning Objectives

LO-1: Evaluate components of and process for EBP in educational programming for students with ASD.

LO-2: Assess importance of lifelong professional development and self-evaluation.

Readings

Text Readings:

Handbook of Autism and Pervasive Developmental Disorders (4th ed.): Volume 2 Assessment,
Interventions, and Policy (Wiley, 2014)

Chapter 43

Findings and Conclusions:

National Standards Project, Phase 2 (NAC, 2015)

Chapter 5

Evidence-Based Practice and Autism in the Schools (NAC, 2011)

Introduction, Chapter 4

Assignment

Assignment: Cultural Variables in EBP

Forum: Program Planning Tools in EBP

Week 2: Evidenced Based Practice and Cultural Considerations Parts 1 & 2

Learning Objectives

LO-1: Evaluate components of and process for EBP in educational programming for students with ASD.

LO-2: Assess importance of lifelong professional development and self-evaluation.

Readings

Text Readings:

Handbook of Autism and Pervasive Developmental Disorders (4th ed.): Volume 2 Assessment,



Interventions, and Policy (Wiley, 2014)

Chapter 43

Findings and Conclusions:

National Standards Project, Phase 2 (NAC, 2015)

Chapter 5

Evidence-Based Practice and Autism in the Schools (NAC, 2011)

Introduction, Chapter 4

Assignment

Assignment: Cultural Variables in EBP

Forum: Program Planning Tools in EBP

Week 3: Target Skills for Increase and Interventions-Focus on Communication

Learning Objectives

LO-3: Justify selection of research-validated intervention strategies for students with ASD while assessing
qualifying evidence, effective proven outcomes, and ages of individuals.

Readings

Readings:

Handbook of Autism and Pervasive Developmental Disorders (4th ed.): Volume 2 Assessment,
Interventions, and Policy (Wiley, 2014)

Chapters 27, 31, 32, & 37

Findings and Conclusions: National Standards Project, Phase 2 (NAC, 2015)

Chapter 3

Evidence-Based Practice and Autism in the Schools (NAC, 2011)

Chapters 3, 4

Assignment

Assignment: Jackson’s Case Study – Part 1

Forum: Established Intervention: Communication

Week 4: Target Skills and Interventions

Learning Objectives

LO-3: Justify selection of research-validated intervention strategies for students with ASD while assessing
qualifying evidence, effective proven outcomes, and ages of individuals.

Readings



Readings:

Handbook of Autism and Pervasive Developmental Disorders (4th ed.): Volume 1 Diagnosis, Development,
and Brain Mechanisms (Wiley, 2014)

Chapters 11, 15, & 16

Handbook of Autism and Pervasive Developmental Disorders (4th ed.): Volume 2 Assessment,
Interventions, and Policy (Wiley, 2014).

Chapters 34, 35, 36, & 41

Findings and Conclusions: National Standards Project,Phase 2 (NAC, 2015)

Chapter 3

Evidence-Based Practice and Autism in the Schools (NAC, 2011)

Chapters 3 & 4

Assignment

Assignment: Jackson’s Case Study – Part 2

Forum: Self-Management Module

Week 5: Target Behavior Areas for Decrease and Interventions

Learning Objectives

LO-3: Justify selection of research-validated intervention strategies for students with ASD while assessing
qualifying evidence, effective proven outcomes, and ages of individuals.

Readings

Readings:

Handbook of Autism and Pervasive Developmental Disorders (4th ed.): Volume 1 Diagnosis, Development,
and Brain Mechanisms (Wiley, 2014).

Chapter 16

Handbook of Autism and Pervasive Developmental Disorders (4th ed.): Volume 2 Assessment,
Interventions, and Policy (Wiley, 2014).

Chapters 28, 33

Findings and Conclusions: National Standards Project, Phase 2 (NAC, 2015)

Chapter 3 & 5

Evidence-Based Practice and Autism in the Schools (NAC, 2011)

Chapters 4

Assignment

Assignment: Shana’s Case Study - Part 1

Forum: Established Intervention: Target Behavior Area for Decrease



Week 6: ASD and Medication

Learning Objectives

LO-4: Analyze medication commonly prescribed to students with ASD with attention to target behavior and
potential side effects.
LO-3: Justify selection of research-validated intervention strategies for students with ASD while assessing
qualifying evidence, effective proven outcomes, and ages of individuals.

Readings

Readings:

Handbook of Autism and Pervasive Developmental Disorders (4th ed.): Volume 1 Diagnosis, Development,
and Brain Mechanisms (Wiley, 2014).

Chapter 19 & 23

Findings and Conclusions: National Standards Project, Phase 2 (NAC, 2015)

Chapter 3 & 5

Evidence-Based Practice and Autism in the Schools (NAC, 2011)

Chapter 4

Assignment

Assignment: Sara’s Case Study – Part 2

Forum: ASD & Medication

Week 7: Legal Considerations

Learning Objectives

LO-5: Analyze laws, legislation, and litigation related to ASD.

Readings

Reading:

Handbook of Autism and Pervasive Developmental Disorders (4th ed.): Volume 2 Assessment,
Interventions, and Policy (Wiley, 2014)

Chapter 47

Assignment

Assignment: Legally Defensible IEPs

Forum: ASD Case Law Review

Week 8: Professional Development and Self- Evaluation

Learning Objectives



LO-6: Appraise the importance of lifelong professional development and self-evaluation.

Readings

Reading:

Handbook of Autism and Pervasive Developmental Disorders (4th ed.): Volume 2 Assessment,
Interventions, and Policy (Wiley, 2014)

Chapter 45

Assignment

Assignment: Self-Reflection

Forum: Professional Development Components

Evaluation

Grading:

Name Grade %

Materials

Book Title: Handbook of Autism and Pervasive Developmental Disorders, Volume 2, Assessment,
Interventions, and Policy, 4th ed. (Text required for EDUC631 and EDUC632. Only one purchase required.)

Author: Volkmar, Paul, Rogers and Pelphrey

Publication Info: Wiley

ISBN: 9781118107034

Book Title: Handbook of Autism and Pervasive Developmental Disorders, Volume 1, Diagnosis,
Development, and Brain Mechanisms, 4th ed. (Text required in EDUC630, EDUC631 and EDUC632. Only
one purchase required.)

Author: Volkmar, Paul, Rogers and Pelphrey

Publication Info: Wiley

ISBN: 9781118107027

Required Readings

Randolph, M.A. (2015). Findings and conclusions: National Standards Project, Phase 2. Retrieved from
http://www.nationalautismcenter.org/national-standards-project/phase-2/

Randolph, M.A. (2011). Evidence-based practice and autism in the schools. Retrieved from
http://www.nationalautismcenter.org/resources/for-educators/

http://www.nationalautismcenter.org/national-standards-project/phase-2/
http://www.nationalautismcenter.org/resources/for-educators/


Course Guidelines

Phasellus eros sopien, lacinia eget veut vitae, viverro finibus neque Donec vulputate (empor erat id laoreet
Nunc commodo ornare justo, sit omet ultrices magna pharetro quis Ut oc nunc in metus fermentum
pellentesque eel quia leo. Fusce sodales diam eel tempor posuere ougue nsus ullamcorper quom, id
vehiculo libero ante oc ipsum, Donec vitae purus magna Curobitur semper dui quis risus pretium finibus
Phosellus non magna consectetur, foucibus magno et, ullamcorper eros. Ut oc nunc in metus fermentum
pellentesque eel quia leo. Fusce sodoles, diom eel tempor posuere, ougue risus ullomcorper quom, id
vehiculo libero ante oc ipsum. Donec vitae purus magna. Curobitur semper dui quia risus pretium finibus.
Phasellus non magna consectetur, faucibus magno et, ullomcocper eros. lacinia eget velit vitae, vrvecro
finibus neque Donec vulputote tempor erot id looreet Nunc commodo ornare ‘usto, sit omet ultrices magno
phoretro quis. Ut oc nunc in metus fermentum pellentesque eel quis leo. Fusce sodoles, diom eel tempor
posuere, ougue risus ullomcocper quom, id vehiculo libero ante oc ipsum, Donec vitae purus magno.
Curobitur semper dui quia risus pretium finibus. Phasellus non magno consectetur, foucibus magno et,
ullamcorper ecos. Phosellus eros sopien, lacinia eget veut vitae, viverra finibus neque Donec vulputote
tempor erot id looreet Nunc commodo ornare justo, sit omet ultrices magno phoretro quis Ut oc nunc in
metus fermentum pellentesque eel quia leo. Fusce sodoles, diom eel tempor posuer ougue nsus
ullomcorpec quom, id vehicula libero ante oc ipsum. Donec vitae purus magno Curabitur semper dui quis
risus pretium finibus Phosellus non magno consectetur, foucibus magno et, ullomcorpec eros.

University Policies

Student Handbook

Drop/Withdrawal policy

Extension Requests

Academic Probation

Appeals

Disability Accommodations

The mission of American Public University System is to provide high quality higher education with emphasis
on educating the nation’s military and public service communities by offering respected, relevant, accessible,
affordable, and student-focused online programs that prepare students for service and leadership in a
diverse, global society.

STUDENT WARNING: This course syllabus is from a previous semester archive and
serves only as a preparatory reference. Please use this syllabus as a reference only until
the professor opens the classroom and you have access to the updated course syllabus.
Please do NOT purchase any books or start any work based on this syllabus; this syllabus
may NOT be the one that your individual instructor uses for a course that has not yet
started. If you need to verify course textbooks, please refer to the online course
description through your student portal. This syllabus is proprietary material of APUS.

http://www.apus.edu/student-handbook/index.htm
http://www.apus.edu/student-handbook/withdrawal/
http://www.apus.edu/student-handbook/extension/
http://www.apus.edu/student-handbook/academic-probation/index.htm
http://www.apus.edu/student-handbook/appeals-matrix/index.htm
http://www.apus.edu/student-handbook/Disability-Accommodations/index.htm
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